
Kofi Bazzell-Smith 
Artist| Educator| US-Japan Leader 
Representation: Writers House Literary Agency   
Agent: Dan Lazar 
 

Education 
University of Illinois – Master of Fine Arts, New 
Media (2024) 
Eastern Illinois University – BA in Studio Art, 
Minor in Asian Studies (2021) 

 
International Exchange & Leadership 

) 

Board of Directors- U.S.-Japan Bridging 
Foundation (2025–Present) 

U.S.-Japan Council member, 2025 

Senior Jury, Giant Hunt Anime Contest 

Faculty Leader – RIT: Manga in Japan program 

Created Artist Residency for Japanese Mangaka 
Kazuo Maekawa, 2023 

Award Judging Panel Comic Studies Society 

 

Press 
Unpacking Japan Podcast Interview 2026 

Featured on Abema News (TV Asahi) 2025 

NHK World Direct Talk 2025 

Exchange Program at Kansai Gaidai 2025 

Illinois Global Institute Newsletter Spotlight 2024 

Illinois Public Media Interview 2024 

University of Illinois News Bureau 2024 

Black Experience Japan Interview 2023 

Fuji Television Japan TV interview 2023 

Auburn University Residency Interview 2023 

HYFINated Black and Japanese Culture 2023 

WCIA Channel 3 Artist Interview 2022 

Rochester Institute of Technology 
www.kofimanga.com 

 
Publications 
"Karasu" in Interseminars: Speculation and 
Imagining Otherwise, Mellon Foundation, 2023 

4 Pages | 16 Bars: A Visual Mixtape (Black Comics 
Anthology), 2021 

 

University Courses Taught 
Manga Production (Studio) - Rochester Institute 
of Technology (2024-), Temple University Kyoto 
campus (2025) University of Illinois (2022-2024) 

Illustration: Composition & Storytelling – 
University of Illinois, 2023 

Art for Non-Majors (Studio) – University of 
Illinois, 2022 

 

Selected Visiting Lectures 
Keynote Speech EIU Comics Art Festival 2026 

Manga as a Tool for Global Exchange- 

Asia Society 2025 

Manga as a Global Form- 

Princeton University 2025 

Graduation Commencement Speech- 

Kansai Gaidai University, 2024 
U.S.-Japan Bridging Foundation, Tokyo, 2024 

Comics Studies Society, 2024 

UCLA 2023 

Musashi University (Japan), 2023 

Aoyama Gakuin University (Japan), 2023 

Auburn University, 2023 

Middlebury College, 2022 

https://www.writershouseart.com/kofi-bazzell-smith/
https://www.writershouseart.com/kofi-bazzell-smith/
https://us-jf.org/en/usjlp/2025-delegates
https://us-jf.org/en/usjlp/2025-delegates
https://www.bridgingfoundation.org/kofi-bazzell-smith
https://www.bridgingfoundation.org/kofi-bazzell-smith
https://www.usjapancouncil.org/membership/
https://thegianthunt.com/
https://www.rit.edu/studyabroad/manga-japan
https://youtu.be/DML4HNwXAok?si=ZK6lQlvYy86aUdVv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gL1zqMcI7MA
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/shows/2105194/
https://www.kansaigaidai.ac.jp/news/topics/id-5412/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLWuSdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETFrc3IwNXdqM005ajZXRVpyAR5Os86iWZ6xWgLWCivfUEka6lm11EcGLZdvI-703TadnKm6qS6Ig70NsQHmBA_aem_FLJS3-Ubg-mQsNwJIfbTfg
https://igi.illinois.edu/news/2024-10-18t144310/alumni-spotlight-kofi-m-bazzell-smith
https://will.illinois.edu/21stshow/story/kofi-bazzell-smiths-path-towards-becoming-the-first-manga-art-professor
https://news.illinois.edu/view/6367/61108008
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ly-fJwpGNUc
https://youtu.be/AiFC3Gtmivc?si=jPud-7CPwJ5l-Nyf
https://www.cla.auburn.edu/news/articles/manga-artist-kofi-bazzell-smith-visits-auburn/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/1147882781/h-y-f-i-nated-conversations
https://www.wcia.com/news/local-news/bringing-manga-to-central-illinois/
https://www.rit.edu/directory/kbsfaa-kofi-bazzell-smith
http://www.kofimanga.com/
https://a2ru.org/book-excerpt-imagining-otherwise-speculation-in-the-americas/
https://a2ru.org/book-excerpt-imagining-otherwise-speculation-in-the-americas/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/4-pages-16-bars/4-pages-16-bars-a-visual-mixtape
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/4-pages-16-bars/4-pages-16-bars-a-visual-mixtape
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/eiu_comic_fest/speakers.html
https://asiasociety.org/video/manga-tool-global-exchange-teaching-creating-and-bridging-cultures?page=21
https://asiasociety.org/video/manga-tool-global-exchange-teaching-creating-and-bridging-cultures?page=21
https://gjl.princeton.edu/events/2025/manga-practice-creating-teaching-and-pushing-boundaries
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https://www.kansaigaidai.ac.jp/news/detail/?id=2234&p=360
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/college-of-art-and-design-at-rit_kofi-bazzell-smith-future-faculty-fellow-activity-7266852932942184449-hx2H?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://comicsstudies.org/uncategorized/frederick-luis-aldama-award-talk-with-kofi-bazzell-smith/
https://comicsstudies.org/uncategorized/frederick-luis-aldama-award-talk-with-kofi-bazzell-smith/
https://www.instagram.com/kofi.manga/reel/ClC-uJKAg9p/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNuvj5Uck1o
https://www.middlebury.edu/events/event/my-journey-become-american-mangaka
https://www.middlebury.edu/events/event/my-journey-become-american-mangaka


Selected Workshops 
Manga Workshop – University of Hawai’i, 2025 

Manga Workshop – Temple University Kyoto and 
Tokyo Campuses 2025 

Manga Workshop – University of Illinois Center 
for Global Studies, 2024 

Manga Drawing & Storytelling Workshop – 
UCLA, 2023 

Manga Drawing & Storytelling Workshop – High 
Museum of Art Atlanta, 2023 

Manga & Boxing Workshops (in Japanese) – 
Middlebury College, 2023 

Comic Paneling & Composition Workshops – 
Auburn University, 2023 

Public Manga Workshop – University of Texas at 
Austin, 2023 

Manga Drawing & Storytelling Workshop – 
Museum of Design Atlanta, 2022 

 

Selected Panel Discussions 
Trends in the Global Manga Industry – 
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, 2024 

Melanated and Animated- 

Japanese Arts Foundation 2023 

Discussion on Manga Industry w/ Kazuo 
Maekawa – C2E2, 2023 

Global Forms & Ancestral Identities – 

 BIPOC POP Symposium, UT Austin, 2022 

Anime & Manga: Black & Japanese Culture 
U.S.-Japan Bridging Foundation, 2020 

 
Residencies 
McGuire Artist in Residence – The Blake School, 
Minneapolis, 2024 

Visiting Faculty Residency – Middlebury College 
Intensive Japanese Program, 2023 

Artist in Residence – Auburn University, 2023 

Artist in Residence – Middlebury College, 2022 

Exhibitions 
 

US-Japan Foundation D.C. HQ Exhibition 2025 

Alumni Exhibition, Eastern Illinois University 2025 

Solo Exhibition – Cary Graphic Arts Collection, 
RIT Library. 2025 

Solo Exhibition – Illinois Center for Advanced 
Studies of the Universe 2024 

Group Show – The Blake School, Minneapolis, 
2024 

Curator & Participant –An International Manga 
Showcase (Mellon Foundation-funded), 2023 

Solo Exhibition – Uncanny Juxtapositions, 
McKinley Foundation, Illinois, 2023 

Solo Exhibition – Azuki the Rock Paper Scissors 
Champion, University of Illinois, 2022 

 

Awards & Grants 
RIT Faculty Beacon Award, 2026 

Best Emerging Creator Award, Bipoc Pop 2026  

USJF Social Impact Stipend, 2025 ($10,000) 

United States Japan Foundation Leadership 
Program Delegate 2025-26 

Coyne Family Foundation Illustration Award, 
AIGA, 2023 ($3,000) 

Frederick Luis Aldama Leadership Award, 
Comics Studies Society, 2023 ($500) 

Fulbright  Semi-Finalist/alternate,  2021-24 

Kate Neal Kinley Memorial Fellowship, 
University of Illinois, 2023 ($10,000) 

Future Faculty Career Exploration Fellowship, 
Rochester Institute of Technology, 2023 

Mellon Foundation Interseminars Initiative 
Fellowship, 2022-23 ($35,000) 

George A. Miller Visiting Artist Grant, University 
of Illinois, 2023 ($15,000) 

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship 

US Department of Education 2021 ($15,000) 

U.S.-Japan Bridging Scholarship, 2019 ($2,500)  

https://www.instagram.com/p/DP2IGPdEo_n/
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https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/45/33486565
https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/45/33486565
https://adventuresinga.com/f/summer-of-samurai-at-the-high-museum-june-23-%E2%80%93-september-17-2023
https://adventuresinga.com/f/summer-of-samurai-at-the-high-museum-june-23-%E2%80%93-september-17-2023
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=703117751860642&id=100064872694997&set=a.663003045872113
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=703117751860642&id=100064872694997&set=a.663003045872113
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https://www.middlebury.edu/events/event/my-journey-become-american-mangaka
https://atlanticgallery.org/graphically-speaking-exhibition/
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https://www.rit.edu/aes/newsletter/story/look-back-2026-aes-celebration-excellence
https://www.bipocpop.org/bipoc-pop-awards
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